CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 251

Introduced by Assembly Member Wagner

February 6, 2013

An act to add Section 69959 to, and to repea Sections 69957 and
69958 of, the Government Code, relating to courts.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 251, asintroduced, Wagner. Electronic court reporting.

Existing law authorizes acourt to use el ectronic recording equipment
in a limited civil case, a misdemeanor or infraction case, or for the
internal purpose of monitoring judicial officer performance. Existing
law requires a court to obtain advance approval from the Judicial
Council prior to purchasing equipment. Existing law also requires each
superior court to report semiannually to the Judicial Council, and the
Judicial Council to report semiannually to the Legidature, regarding
all purchases and leases of electronic recording equipment that will be
used to record superior court proceedings.

Thisbill would instead require the Judicial Council, by July 1, 2014,
to implement electronic court reporting in 20% of all superior court
courtrooms, and to implement electronic reporting in at least an
additional 20% of all superior court courtrooms annually thereafter.
This bill would also require the Judicial Council to report to the
Governor and the Legidlature on the efforts undertaken to implement
electronic court reporting, as provided, by January 1, 2016. The
provisions of the bill would not apply to felony cases.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 69957 of the Government Code is
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{e)—TFhe type-of-egquipmentpurchased-or-teased:

SEC. 3. Section 69959 is added to the Government Code, to
read:

69959. (a) Notwithstanding any other law, the Judicial Council
shall, by July 1, 2014, implement electronic court reporting in 20
percent of all superior court courtrooms not currently utilizing
electronic recording. The Judicial Council shall, annually thereafter,
phase in electronic recording in at least an additional 20 percent
of the total number of superior court courtrooms. The Judicial
Council may implement electronic recording in more courtrooms
if it will result in additional savings.

(b) The Judicia Council, shal, by January 1, 2016, report to
the Governor and the Legisature on the efforts undertaken to
implement electronic court reporting, including, but not limited
to, al of the following:

(1) The costsincurred to implement electronic recording.

(2) Thesuperior courts and case types affected by thefirst year
of implementation.

(3) The savings achieved in the 2014-15 and 2015-16 fiscal
years through the implementation of electronic recording.
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(4) Futureimplementation plansand the superior courtsor case
types to be phased in during future fiscal years.

(c) References to “court reporters’ and “reporter’s transcript”
throughout existing law, may include, where appropriate, e ectronic
court recordings for those courts that have partially or fully
implemented el ectronic recording.

(d) This section does not apply to felony cases.

() (1) Therequirement for submitting areport imposed under
subdivision (b) is inoperative on January 1, 2020, pursuant to
Section 10231.5.

(2) A report submitted pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be
submitted in compliance with Section 9795.
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